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He agreed to write a killer’s story 


Charlotte man became an author in prison — then a plot twist changed everything 


BY MICHAEL GORDON 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com 


edric Dean had just 

left Sunday services 

in the chapel of a 

Louisiana prison 
when a killer offered him a 
deal. 

Help me tell my story, fel- 
low inmate Clay Waller said 
in the spring of 2013, and I'll 
pay you $10,000. 

The plot for Waller’s nar- 
rative would involve the 


murder of his estranged wife 
Jacque — a killing that sent 
him to prison and still 
tormented the Mississippi 
River town, where it had 
occurred. 

Dean, on the other hand, 
was a career criminal from 
Charlotte who says he had 
transformed himself into a 
jailhouse educator and men- 
tor. He started a foundation 
for at-risk kids. He authored 
a series of books while 
teaching dozens of other 
inmates to write. 


Now he and Waller found 
themselves on the same cell 
block, negotiating. Waller 
did most of the talking. He 
told Dean he already had a 
book contract from a New 
York publishing house and a 
$400,000 advance in the 
works. He even had a title in 
mind: 

“If You Take My Kids, Pll 
Kill You: The Confession of 
Missouri’s Most Notorious 
Wife Killer.” 


SEE DEAN, 9A 


Southeast Missourian file photo 


Clay Waller pleads guilty to 
his wife’s murder on June 6, 
2013, in Jackson, Mo. 
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NC JUSTICE SYSTEM OVERHAUL 


Critics: 
Politics 
injected 
in system 


m Critics say lawmakers’ changes to North 
Carolina’s courts system threaten to 
undermine confidence in the state’s justice 
system by inserting politics into the 
courtroom. 


BY JIM MORRILL AND MICHAEL GORDON 
jmorrill@charlotteobserver.com 
mgordon@charlotteobserver.com 


Giving politicians — not voters — a bigger 
say in selecting judges. 

Returning partisan politics to the justice 
system. 

Squeezing African-American judges off 
the bench. 

Those are among the charges that critics 
are leveling at North Carolina’s Republican 
legislators, and what drew hundreds of 
sign-waving protesters to rally outside the 
General Assembly this past week. 

Lawmakers already have shrunk the state 
court of appeals, put party labels on judicial 
races, eliminated public financing for court 
elections and done away with this year’s 
judicial primaries. 

Additional proposals would change the 
way judges are chosen, redraw the districts 
in which they serve and shrink their terms 
— now as long as eight years — to two. 

Nowhere in America are so many changes 
coming to courts in such a relatively short 
time, says Bill Raftery, an analyst with the 
National Center for State Courts. 

Republicans say their reforms are long 
overdue in a system that, despite changes in 
population and workloads, has seen no major 
adjustments in decades. Many of the moves, 
according to their supporters, are designed to 
make judges more accountable to voters or to 
make voters more informed on whom they 
are considering for the bench. 

“We’re looking at a variety of potential 
solutions to what is a judicial system structure 
that’s been neglected except for a few minor 
changes for 50 years,” says Sen. Dan Bishop, 
a Charlotte Republican - and lawyer - who 
co-chairs a Senate committee on the judicial 
system. He expects lawmakers to pass more 


Floats honoring the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., 
including from Mrs. Snead’s Child Care, above, headed 
down Tryon Street during Saturday’s annual Martin Luther 
King parade in uptown Charlotte. The free Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg MLK National Holiday Celebration is one of 
the Southeast’s largest promoting King’s nonviolent 
pursuit of equal rights for all. The parade has been a 
Charlotte tradition since 1981. At right, members of 
Charlotte Ultimate Cheer perform for the crowd. 
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For more scenes from the parade, see page 15A 
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AN UNLIKELY 
CAREER PATH 


With Jerry Richardson’s 
exit, the person who 
once led the Panthers 
cheerleaders now runs 
the whole team. 21A 


BUSINESS 


TOUGH TIMES 
FOR BOJANGLES’ 


Bojangles’ went public in 
2015 and started 
expanding. Since then, 
things seemed to have 
sputtered. BA 
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